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CITES III Timber 
Guidelines

1 Importations of CITES III 
Protected Timber 1

Contents
Guidelines for Handling the Importation of CITES III Protected Timber  page-1-1

Overview  page-1-1
Step 1—Confirm Identity  page-1-2
Step 2—Confirm that the Form Being Imported is Protected  page-1-3
Inspect the shipment to verify that what is being shipped is what is on the 

accompanying paperwork. Then continue, using the table that follows:  page-1-3
Step 4—Determine What Documents Are Needed  page-1-4

 page-1-7
Step 5—Collect Appropriate Documents Associated with the Shipment  page-1-7
Step 6—Verify for Authenticity  page-1-8
Step 7—Ensure that the Documents Have not Expired  page-1-8
Step 8—See that Quantities Are Authorized  page-1-9
Step 9—Inspect the Shipment  page-1-9
Step 10—Endorse Documents  page-1-10
Step 11—Distribute and File CITES Documents  page-1-10

Commenting on These Guidelines  page-1-11

Guidelines for Handling the Importation of CITES III Protected Timber

Overview
The procedures may be summarized as follows:

Use these Guidelines in conjunction with 7CFR 319.40 (see the Wood and 
other Forest Products section of your Miscellaneous and Processed Products 
Manual) and the Plant Protection Act. When applying these guidelines, apply 
the regulations that prevent the entry of plant pests first. 

Step 1.Confirm that the commodity is CITES III Protected Timber.
Step 2.Determine if the form of the commodity imported is regulated by CITES.
Step 3.Determine is you have the authority to validate the shipment.
Step 4.Determine which CITES documents must accompany the shipment.
Step 5.Collect all relevant documents associated with the importation.
Step 6.Verify that the CITES document accompanying the importation is authentic.
Step 7.Verify that the CITES documents or USDA issued General Permit have not expired.
Step 8.Compare shipping documents with CITES documents to see if quantities are 

authorized.
Step 9.Inspect the shipment to make sure quantities are within limits.
Step 10.Endorse CITES documents if shipment is in order.
Step 11.Distribute endorsed documents.
10/2003-03 CITES III Timber Guidelines 1-1
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Importations of CITES III Protected Timber:
Guidelines for Handling the Importation of CITES III Protected Timber
Step 1—Confirm Identity

Verify that the importation is of CITES III Protected Timber. 

Currently, there are seven CITES III protected species of timber:

◆ Cedrela odorata (Spanish cedar1)

◆ Dipteryx panamensis (Tonka bean)2

◆ Gonystylus spp. (Ramin3)

◆ Magnolia liliifera var. obovata

◆ Podocarpus neriifolius (Podocarp4)

◆ Swietenia macrophylla5 (Bigleaf mahogany6)

◆ Tetracentron sinense (Tetracentron7)

Review the shipping documents. CITES III Protected Timber may be 
invoiced by a trade name or a local name. To confirm the scientific 
name of what is imported, and for a complete list of timber species 
regulated by CITES, refer to a copy of 50 CFR 23. You may also refer to 
the list that categorizes trees in the Wood and Other Forest Products 
portion of your Miscellaneous and Processed Products section of your 
Nonpropagative Manual. See also Chapter 5, List of Timber Species. 
Another resource is the CITES-Listed Species Database. Use it when 
you have a common name8 on the invoice or paperwork. The database 
is accessible at the following URL: http://www.cites.org/eng/
resources/species.html

1 Other common names include Barbados cedar, cèdre acajou, cèdre des barbares, cèdre espagno, cedro 
amargo, cedro cheiroso, cedro colorado, cedro cubano, cedro español, cedro hembra, cedro rojo, cedro 
rosa, Central American cedar, cigar box cedar, Mexican cedar, sita hina, West Indian cedar, Westindische 
zeder, and zigarrenkitschenholz

2 Other common names include almendro, amarello, barujo, Brazilian chestnut, Brazilian teak, charapilla, 
coumarouna, cuamara, cumaru, cumaru cunuru, ebo(e), gaiac de cayenne, gayac, groot locus, koemaroe, 
sarrapia, shihuahuaco, and tonga bean

3 Other common names include ahmin, asana, badiako, busilak, claro, Fijian ramin, gaharu, gaharu buaya, 
garu buaja, garu buaya, gerima, gisok-babae, gisok-puti, gonystylus miquelianus, gonystylus obovatus, 
gonystylus philippinensis, jabon, klampeyan, lanutan bagio, lanutan-bagio, lapis kulit, mala-apdo, 
malagopinai, malanagka, malanangka, manggasinoro, mavota, medang keladi, medang ramuan, 
melawis, menamang, merang, meranti, nangkaon, panaguraring, pandit, panggatutup, pinang baek, pulai 
miang, ramin melawis, ramin telur, salasa-ai, and sepetis 

4 Other common names include amunu, black pine, cipres, cipresillo lorito, cipricillo, dilang butiki, 
djamudju, igem, kayu cin, kuasi, landin, malaalmaciga, manio, maniu, matai, melur, miro, mse, 
musenene, mushunga, paya, pinho bravo, pino castaneto, pino chaquiro, podo, podoc, and rempayan 

5 As of November 15, 2003, Swietenia macrophylla moves from Appendix III to Appendix II
6 Other common names include acajou, aguano, American mahogany, araputanga, aruputanga 

coegnocaoba, caoba de Centro América, caoba de Cuba, caoba de hoja ancha, caoba de Honduras, 
caoba del Atlántico, gateado, Honduras mahogany, mara, mara boliviana, mogno, mogu, New World 
mahogany, orura, South American mahogany, swiéténie, venadillo, or zopilote 

7 Other common names include Chinese tetracentron, spur-leaf, and vierspornbaum
8 To use this database a) Click on common name. b) Enter the name (faster search) or part of the name 

(slower search) c) At “Select a language:, select “all” (default). d) At “Select a country,” select “all 
countries” (default). Finally, click on the “Display details” button
1-2 CITES III Timber Guidelines 10/2003-03
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Importations of CITES III Protected Timber:
Guidelines for Handling the Importation of CITES III Protected Timber
Step 2—Confirm that the Form Being Imported is Protected
Inspect the shipment to verify that what is being shipped is what is on 
the accompanying paperwork. Then continue, using the table that 
follows:

TABLE 1-1: Determine Whether an Article is Protected

If the article 
traded comes 
from:

And the wood 
was cut in:

If the form being 
imported is: And as:

Then the 
article:

Cedrela odorata 
(Spanish cedar) 

Columbia or 
Peru

Saw logs, sawn 
wood, or veneer 
sheets1

Is regulated—
continue to 
“Step 
3—Determine 
your Authority” 
on  page-1-4

Plywood or 
plywood sheets

Sheets to be 
used in the 
construction of 
plywood2

Already 
manufactured 
plywood

Is not 
regulated—exit 
these 
guidelinesOther than one 

listed in the two 
cells above (for 
example, furniture 
or furniture parts 
or moldings

Other than 
Columbia or 
Peru

Swietenia 
macrophylla3 
(Bigleaf 
mahogany) 

The Americas Saw logs, sawn 
wood, or veneer 
sheets

Is regulated—
continue to 
“Step 
3—Determine 
your Authority” 
on  page-1-4

Plywood or 
plywood sheets

Sheets to be 
used in the 
construction of 
plywood

Already 
manufactured 
plywood

Is not 
regulated—exit 
these 
guidelinesOther than one 

listed in the two 
cells above (for 
example, furniture 
or furniture parts 
or moldings

Other than 
the Americas

Other than 
Bigleaf 
mahogany or 
Spanish cedar

Continue to 
Table 1-1
10/2003-03 CITES III Timber Guidelines 1-3
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Importations of CITES III Protected Timber:
Guidelines for Handling the Importation of CITES III Protected Timber
Step 3—Determine your Authority
If you are not aware, check to see that your port is designated for the 
importation of the CITES Protected Timber. These ports are listed on 
pages 13.35-13.36 of the Plant Import: Nonpropagative volume of 
manuals and at http://www.aphis.usda.gov/ppq/permits/cites/ on 
the Internet. If you are at a designated port, continue to step 4. If you 
are not at a designated port, contact your regional botanist to arrange 
to move the shipment under U.S. Customs bond at the owner’s 
expense to a designated port.

Step 4—Determine What Documents Are Needed
Use this table to determine what documents are needed for the legal 
importation of CITES III Protected Timber:

1 If you need these terms defined, refer to Chapter 6, “Resolutions of the Conference of the 
Parties.”

2 These may be manifested as plywood sheets. Technically they are veneer sheets used in the 
construction of plywood

3 As of November 15, 2003, Swietenia macrophylla moves from Appendix III to Appendix II. On this 
date, in addition to logs, lumber and veneer, manufactured plywood will also be regulated 

TABLE 1-1: Protected Woods Other Than Bigleaf Mahogany or Spanish Cedar

If the article 
traded comes 
from:

And the wood 
was cut in:

If the form 
being imported 
is: And as:

Then the 
article:

Dipteryx 
panamensis 
(Tonka bean1), 
Gonystylus spp. 
(Ramin2), 
Magnolia 
liliifera var. 
obovata, 
Podocarpus 
neriifolius 
(Podocarp), 
Tetracentron 
sinense 
(Tetracentron)

1 Includes agricultural implements, bearings and bushings, barge and dock fenders, boat 
construction articles, chemical derivatives, cogs and shafts, cross ties, fishing rods, flooring, 
furniture, heavy construction, pulp mill equipment, railroad ties, sporting goods, tool handles, 
turnery, and veneer

2 Includes brush backs, building materials, ceilings, counter tops, door frames, dowels, flooring, 
furniture, joinery, moldings, nonstriking handles (brooms and umbrellas for example), paneling, 
picture frames, plywood, pool cues and racks, rulers, shoji screens, stair treads, stringers, tool 
handles, toys, trays, tripods, turnery, venetian blinds, window blinds, and window frames

Any country Anything, 
including 
manufactured 
and finished 
products

Is regulated—
continue to 
“Step 
3—Determine 
your Authority” 
on  page-1-4
1-4 CITES III Timber Guidelines 10/2003-03
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Importations of CITES III Protected Timber:
Guidelines for Handling the Importation of CITES III Protected Timber
TABLE 1-1: Determining What Documents Are Needed for Importations of Bigleaf 
Mahogany and Spanish Cedar

If from: If cut in:
And the 
permittee: Then:

Swietenia 
macrophylla1 
(Bigleaf 
mahogany)

1 As of November 15, 2003, Swietenia macrophylla moves from Appendix III to Appendix II. 
Therefore, on or after this date, any shipment of logs, lumber, veneer, or manufactured plywood 
of this species exported to the United States must be accompanied by a CITES II Export Permit. 
Do not accept a CITES III Export Permit or Certificate of Origin

Bolivia, Brazil, 
Colombia, Costa 
Rica, Mexico, or 
Peru (listing 
countries)

Is engaged in 
commercial 
business

REQUIRE both a 

◆ USDA issued General Permit, and

◆ An original of the CITES Export Permit 
issued by the Management Authority in 
the country of origin

Is not engaged 
in commercial 
business

REQUIRE an original of the CITES Export 
Permit issued by the Management 
Authority in the country of origin

Argentina, Belize, 
Ecuador, 
Guatemala, 
Honduras, 
Nicaragua, 
Panama, 
Venezuela or any 
other country in 
the Americas 
where it is grown.

Is engaged in 
commercial 
business

REQUIRE both a 

◆ USDA issued General Permit, and

◆ An original of the CITES Certificate of 
Origin or an original CITES Export 
Permit issued by the Management 
Authority in the country of origin

Is not engaged 
in commercial 
business

REQUIRE an original of the CITES 
Certificate of Origin or an original CITES 
Export Permit issued by the Management 
Authority in the country of origin

A country other 
than one listed in 
the two cells 
above

ACCEPT a generic certificate of origin or 
other conclusive proof of origin (see also 
“” on  page-1-7)

Cedrela 
odorata 
(Spanish 
cedar)

Colombia or Peru Is engaged in 
commercial 
business

REQUIRE both a 

◆ USDA issued General Permit, and

◆ An original of the CITES Export Permit 
issued by the Management Authority in 
the country of origin

Is not engaged 
in commercial 
business

REQUIRE an original of the CITES Export 
Permit issued by the Management 
Authority in the country of origin

Neither Columbia 
nor Peru

ACCEPT a generic certificate of origin or 
other conclusive proof of origin (see also 
“” on  page-1-7)

Other than 
Cedrela 
odorata, or 
Swietenia 
macrophylla 

CONTINUE to Table 1-1
10/2003-03 CITES III Timber Guidelines 1-5
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Importations of CITES III Protected Timber:
Guidelines for Handling the Importation of CITES III Protected Timber
TABLE 1-1: Determining What Documents are Needed for Importations of Magnolia 
liliifera var. obovata, Podocarp, and Tetracentron

If from: If cut in:
And the 
permittee: Then:

Magnolia 
liliifera var. 
obovata, 
Podocarpus 
neriifolius 
(Podocarp), or 
Tetracentron 
sinense 
(Tetracentron)

Nepal Is engaged in 
commercial 
business

REQUIRE both a

◆ USDA issued General Permit, and

◆ An original of the CITES Export Permit 
issued by the Management Authority in 
the country of origin

Is not engaged 
in commercial 
business

REQUIRE an original of the CITES Export 
Permit issued by the Management 
Authority in the country of origin

Other than Nepal Is engaged in 
commercial 
business

REQUIRE both a

◆ USDA issued General Permit, and

◆ An original CITES Certificate of Origin 
or CITES Export Permit issued by the 
Management Authority in the country 
of origin

Is not engaged 
in commercial 
business

REQUIRE An original CITES Certificate of 
Origin or CITES Export Permit issued by 
the Management Authority in the country 
of origin

Gonystylus 
spp. (Ramin)

Indonesia Is engaged in 
commercial 
business

REQUIRE both a 

◆ USDA issued General Permit, and

◆ An original of the CITES Export Permit 
issued by the Management Authority in 
the country of origin

Is not engaged 
in commercial 
business

REQUIRE an original of the CITES Export 
Permit issued by the Management 
Authority in the country of origin

Other than 
Indonesia

Is engaged in 
commercial 
business

REQUIRE both a

◆ USDA issued General Permit, and

◆ An original CITES Certificate of Origin 
or CITES Export Permit issued by the 
Management Authority in the country 
of origin

Is not engaged 
in commercial 
business

REQUIRE An original CITES Certificate of 
Origin or CITES Export Permit issued by 
the Management Authority in the country 
of origin

Dipteryx 
panamensis

CONTINUE to Table 1-1
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Importations of CITES III Protected Timber:
Guidelines for Handling the Importation of CITES III Protected Timber
A Note on Reexported Shipments
You may encounter CITES III Protected Timber offered for importation 
that has been reexported from another country. For example, a 
shipment of Peruvian Spanish cedar lumber may be reexported from 
Bolivia to the U.S. In this case, the shipment requires a CITES 
Reexport Permit or Certificate from the Bolivian Management 
Authority. For reexported shipments, continue using these guidelines 
but verify the validity of the Reexport Permit from the Management 
Authority in the country from which the shipment is being 
reexported—rather than a CITES Document from where the lumber 
was cut.

Step 5—Collect Appropriate Documents Associated with the 
Shipment
Collect the following documents:

◆ An original CITES Certificate of Origin, Export Permit, or 
Reexport Permit issued by the exporting country’s CITES 
Management Authority

◆ A USDA issued General Permit (GP) for importers engaged in the 
commercial trade of CITES listed plants (refer to Chapter 10, 
Sample of a General Permit and an Application for a Permit). 
If the importer does not have a permit, you may allow him or her 
to apply for one. See “Step 7—Ensure that the Documents 
Have not Expired” on  page-1-8 Follow the directions for 
allowing the importer to renew an expired permit

TABLE 1-1  Determining What Documents are Needed for Importations of Dipteryx 
panamensis

If cut in: And the permittee Then:

Costa Rica Is engaged in 
commercial business

REQUIRE both a 

◆ USDA issued General Permit, and

◆ An original of the CITES Export Permit issued by 
the Management Authority in the country of 
origin

Is not engaged in 
commercial business

REQUIRE an original of the CITES Export Permit 
issued by the Management Authority in the country 
of origin

Other than 
Costa Rica

Is engaged in 
commercial business

REQUIRE both a

◆ USDA issued General Permit, and

◆ An original CITES Certificate of Origin or CITES 
Export Permit issued by the Mangement 
Authority in the country of origin

Is not engaged in 
commercial business

REQUIRE An original CITES Certificate of Origin or 
CITES Export Permit issued by the Management 
Authority in the country of origin
10/2003-03 CITES III Timber Guidelines 1-7
PPQ



Importations of CITES III Protected Timber:
Guidelines for Handling the Importation of CITES III Protected Timber
◆ Cargo paperwork associated with the shipment (for example, bills 
of lading, U.S. Customs entry, invoice, and dimensional tally 
inventory sheets9)Cargo paperwork associated with the shipment 
(for example, bills of lading, U.S. Customs entry, and invoice)

Step 6—Verify for Authenticity
Verify that the CITES document(s) accompanying the importation are 
authentic. Compare the CITES documents accompanying the 
shipment with facsimiles provided (refer to Chapter 8). Verify that the 
documents accompanying the shipment match the facsimile’s format 
and are issued by the legitimate CITES Management Authority. Accept 
only original CITES documents and ones that match the exporting 
country’s facsimile. If you doubt a document’s authenticity, contact 
your regional botanist or CITES Specialist.

Step 7—Ensure that the Documents Have not Expired
The CITES Certificate of Origin is valid for 12 months after the 
issuance date. The CITES Export Permit is valid for 6 months after the 
issuance date. However, under specific circumstances detailed in 
Resolution 10.2, the CITES Management Authority can extend the 
expiration date of the Export Permit.

The USDA issued General Permit (GP) is valid for two years. Check the 
bottom left hand corner of the copy of the document for the expiration 
date. If the GP has expired, have the importer reapply by completing 
an application (PPQ Form 621). Please use these procedures for having 
the importer renew the expired permit, or for applying for a permit if 
the importer does not have one:

 1. Call the Permit Unit at either their toll free number, 877/
770-5990 or 301/734-8332. If you use the toll free number, 
press ‘3’ to reach the Plants Desk. Ask for a General Permit 
number.

 2. After you have a GP number, write it at the top of the application 
(PPQ Form 621).

 3. Have the importer complete the application and collect a check 
for $70 made out to Plant Protection and Quarantine.

9 Dimensional tally sheets will inventory the size of each piece of lumber or veneer in each bundle shipped. 
Usually there will be more than one dimensional inventory sheet with the shipment.

Verify the CITES document designates a U.S. consignee. If you are presented 
with a CITES document addressed to a foreign company, place the shipment 
on hold and contact your regional botanist.

Although Conf. Res. 10-2 (see  page-6-1) accommodates for rerouting and a 
change of destination, it is intended for a sale of timber to a U.S. company 
while a shipment is in transit. It does not apply to a U.S. company purchasing 
mahogany utilizing a CITES document issued to a foreign affiliates address.
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 4. Mail the completed PPQ Form 621 and the check to the following 
address:

USDA, APHIS, PPQ
PPQ Permit Unit
4700 River Road, Unit 136
Riverdale, MD 20737-1236

Once you are satisfied that the importer has submitted the required 
application along with the fee, continue to process the importation.

Step 8—See that Quantities Are Authorized
Verify the quantities recorded on the CITES Documents and cargo 
entry papers are expressed in cubic meters for logs or lumber and in 
square meters for veneer. If the quantities are not expressed in cubic 
or square meters, have the importer or the importer’s agent convert 
the quantities to the correct unit of measurement. Have that person 
write a statement describing the method used to make the conversion. 
Attach a copy of the written statement to the original CITES document 
that will be forwarded to U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (F&W). Attach a 
copy to the file copy. Refer to Chapter 7, Conversion Formulas, for 
conversion formulas. 

Review the dimensional tally or inventory sheets to more accurately 
determine the quantity shipped. The dimensional tally/inventory 
sheets will break down each bundle in a shipment into quantities with 
reference to the size of each piece of lumber or veneer. Evaluate the 
quantity authorized on the CITES documents against what is shown 
on the cargo entry papers.

Step 9—Inspect the Shipment
In addition to inspecting for plant pests, assess the actual quantity 
being shipped10. You may have to overcome the following difficulties in 
assessing the volume of material being shipped:

TABLE 1-1: Determining If Quantities Are Authorized

If the quantity on the cargo entry 
papers: Then:

Is equal to or less than what’s on the 
CITES documents

CONTINUE to Step 9 that follows:

Exceeds what is authorized on the 
CITES documents

Confirm with the permittee or importer whether the 
quantity actually exceeds what’s authorized. If you 
confirm that the shipment actually exceeds what is 
authorized—INITIATE forfeiture procedures—Refer 
to Chapter 3, Forfeiture

10 In cooperation with the importer or the importer’s agent, perform a dimensional piece count for a bundle 
that you choose to inspect. Compare their piece count and sizes with the dimensional tally/inventory 
sheets provided.
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◆ Enormity of the shipment

◆ Identity of the pallets comprising the shipment

◆ Accessibility of containerized cargo

◆ Pallets of lumber of variable sizes

If your inspection reveals quantities in excess of what is documented 
on the Certificate of Origin or the Export Permit, then the shipment is 
in violation of CITES Regulations and is subject to forfeiture. Refer to 
Chapter 3, Forfeiture, for forfeiture procedures. In addition, if the 
exporter is a repeat violator, attempted to mislead you, or concealed 
unauthorized lumber, then the importer may be subject to civil or 
criminal penalties. Complete a PPQ Form 518 to document the 
violation. Contact your regional botanist for help with forfeiture 
procedures or in reporting a violation.

Step 10—Endorse Documents
Endorse the original CITES Certificate of Origin or Export Permit. Use 
your “USDA, PPQ Release stamp.” Sign your name in ink and include 
your badge number and the date. You must use an official stamp 
issued by our Agency. It must bear the words, “USDA, APHIS, PPQ 
Release/Inspected and Released.” The stamp must also bear your port 
location.

In addition to the original CITES document, the importer or the 
importer’s agent must give you two photocopies of the original. Never 
accept a poor quality copy or facsimile. A legible copy is crucial 
because the importer will need this document to prove that the timber 
or articles were legally entered in case he or she chooses to reexport all 
or part of this shipment in the future. Endorse the copies the same as 
you did on the original. 

Step 11—Distribute and File CITES Documents

◆ Forward the original, endorsed document to the following office:           

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Division of Management Authority
4401 North Fairfax Drive, Room 700 
Arlington, VA 22203 

◆ Return a legible and endorsed copy to the importer or the 
importer’s agent

◆ File a copy in your port files 

It is imperative to be able to read the quantity on the endorsed copies. Never 
cover critical fields of the CITES document with the USDA release stamp.
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Commenting on These Guidelines

If you question these guidelines or have suggestions to improve them, 
please contact:

John Arcery, CITES Specialist
phone:(718) 553-1733
email: john.n.arcery@aphis.usda.gov

CITES files must be retained for five years. Refer to Chapter 4, Filing 
Procedures, for directions to setting up a CITES file.
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Guidelines for Handling the Reexportation of CITES III Protected Timber

Use these guidelines in conjunction with the phytosanitary requirements of the 
country of final destination. Refer to the Export Certification Manual and 
EXCERPT for these requirements. A Federal Phytosanitary Certificate for 
Reexport for CITES III Protected Timber can only be issued at a designated 
port authorized to reexport CITES regulated logs and lumber. Issuance of a 
Federal Phytosanitary Certificate for Reexport of CITES III Protected Timber is 
contingent upon compliance with all CITES requirements. Issue a Federal 
Phytosanitary Certificate for Reexport only if all CITES reexport requirements 
have been satisfied.
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Reexportation of CITES III Protected Timber:
Guidelines for Handling the Reexportation of CITES III Protected Timber
Overview
The procedures may be summarized as follows:

Step 1.Confirm that the commodity is CITES III Protected Timber 
Step 2.Determine if the product being reexported is regulated by CITES 
Step 3.Determine if you have the authority to validate the shipment for reexport 
Step 4.Determine which CITES documents are required               
Step 5.Collect all relevant documents associated with the reexport 
Step 6.Verify that the CITES Reexport Certificate and USDA-issued General Permit have not 

expired 
Step 7.Confirm that the CITES III Protected Timber was legally imported          
Step 8.Confirm that the CITES Reexport Certificate is complete and accurate 
Step 9.Inspect the shipment to verify that the quantities are within limits 
Step 10.Validate and endorse the CITES Reexport Certificate if the shipment is in order 
Step 11.Distribute and file the endorsed CITES Reexport Certificate
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Step 1—Confirm Identity

Verify that the importation is of CITES III protected timber or articles. 
Review the shipping documents. Protected items may be invoiced by a 
trade name or a local name. To confirm the scientific name of what is 
reexported, refer to Chapter 5, List of Timber Species. Another 
resource is the CITES-Listed Species Database. Use it when you have 
a common name1 on the invoice or paperwork. The database is 
accessible at the following URL: http://www.cites.org/eng/resources/
species.html. Currently, there are seven CITES III protected species of 
timber:

◆ Cedrela odorata (Spanish cedar2)

◆ Dipteryx panamensis (Tonka bean)3

◆ Gonystylus spp. (Ramin4)

◆ Magnolia liliifera var. obovata

◆ Podocarpus neriifolius (Podocarp5)

◆ Swietenia macrophylla6 (Bigleaf mahogany7)

◆ Tetracentron sinense (Tetracentron8)

For a complete list of timber species regulated by CITES, first refer to a 
copy of 50 CFR 23. You may also refer to the list that categorizes trees 
in the Wood and Other Forest Products portion of your Miscellaneous 
and Processed Products section of your Nonpropagative Manual. See 
also Chapter 5, List of Timber Species.

1 To use this database a) Click on common name. b) Enter the name (faster search) or part of the name 
(slower search) c) At “Select a language:, select “all” (default). d) At “Select a country,” select “all 
countries” (default). Finally, click on the “Display details” button.

2 Other common names include Barbados cedar, cèdre acajou, cèdre des barbares, cèdre espagno, cedro 
amargo, cedro cheiroso, cedro colorado, cedro cubano, cedro español, cedro hembra, cedro rojo, cedro 
rosa, Central American cedar, cigar box cedar, Mexican cedar, sita hina, Spanish cedar, West Indian 
cedar, Westindische zeder, and zigarrenkitschenholz

3 Other common names include almendro, amarello, barujo, Brazilian chestnut, Brazilian teak, charapilla, 
coumarouna, cuamara, cumaru, cumaru cunuru, ebo(e), gaiac de cayenne, gayac, groot locus, koemaroe, 
sarrapia, shihuahuaco, and tonga bean

4 Other common names include ahmin, asana, badiako, busilak, claro, Fijian ramin, gaharu, gaharu buaya, 
garu buaja, garu buaya, gerima, gisok-babae, gisok-puti, gonystylus miquelianus, gonystylus obovatus, 
gonystylus philippinensis, jabon, klampeyan, lanutan bagio, lanutan-bagio, lapis kulit, mala-apdo, 
malagopinai, malanagka, malanangka, manggasinoro, mavota, medang keladi, medang ramuan, 
melawis, menamang, merang, meranti, nangkaon, panaguraring, pandit, panggatutup, pinang baek, pulai 
miang, ramin melawis, ramin telur, salasa-ai, and sepetis 

5 Other common names include amunu, black pine, cipres, cipresillo lorito, cipricillo, dilang butiki, 
djamudju, igem, kayu cin, kuasi, landin, malaalmaciga, manio, maniu, matai, melur, miro, mse, 
musenene, mushunga, paya, pinho bravo, pino castaneto, pino chaquiro, podo, podoc, and rempayan

6 As of November 15, 2003, Swietenia macrophylla moves from Appendix III to Appendix II
7 Other common names include acajou, aguano, American mahogany, araputanga, aruputanga 

coegnocaoba, caoba de Centro América, caoba de Cuba, caoba de hoja ancha, caoba de Honduras, 
Caoba del Atlántico, gateado, Honduras mahogany, mara, mara boliviana, mogno, mogu, New World 
mahogany, orura, South American mahogany, swiéténie, venadillo, or zopilote 

8 Other common names include Chinese tetracentron, spur-leaf, and vierspornbaum
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Step 2—Confirm that the Product Being Reexported is 
Regulated by CITES
Inspect the shipment to verify the accompanying paperwork. Then, 
continue using the table that immediately follows.

TABLE 2-1: Determining Whether an Article is Protected

If the article 
traded comes 
from:

And the wood 
was cut in:

If the form being 
imported is: And as: Then the article:

Cedrela odorata 
(Spanish cedar)

Columbia or Peru Saw logs, sawn 
wood, or veneer 
sheets1

Is regulated—

continue to “Step 
3—Determine 
your Authority” on  
page-2-5

Plywood or 
plywood sheets

Sheets to be used 
in the 
construction of 
plywood2

Already 
manufactured 
plywood

Is not 
regulated—exit 
these guidelines

Other than one 
listed in the two 
cells above (for 
example, furniture 
or furniture parts 
or moldings

Other than 
Columbia or Peru
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Step 3—Determine your Authority
If you are not aware, check to see that your port is designated for the 
reexportation of the CITES Protected Timber. These ports are listed on 
pages 13.35-13.36 of the Plant Import: Nonpropagative volume of 
manuals, or you may access them at http://www.aphis.usda.gov/
ppq/permits/cites/ on the Internet. If you are at a designated port, 

Swietenia 
macrophylla3 
(Bigleaf 
mahogany)

The Americas Saw logs, sawn 
wood, or veneer 
sheets1

Is regulated—
continue to “Step 
3—Determine 
your Authority” on  
page-2-5

Plywood or 
plywood sheets

Sheets to be used 
in the 
construction of 
plywood2

Already 
manufactured 
plywood

Is not 
regulated—exit 
these guidelines

Other than the 
Americas

Dipteryx 
panamensis 
(Tonka bean4), 
Gonystylus spp. 
(Ramin5), 
Magnolia liliifera 
var. obovata, 
Podocarpus 
neriifolius 
(Podocarp), 
Tetracentron 
sinense 
(Tetracentron)

ANY country ANY product, 
including 
manufactured and 
finished products

Is 
regulated—contin
ue to “Step 
3—Determine 
your Authority” on  
page-2-5

1 If you need these terms defined, refer to Chapter 6, “Resolutions of the Conference of the 
Parties.”

2 These may be manifested as plywood sheets. Technically they are veneer sheets used in the 
construction of plywood

3 As of November 15, 2003, Swietenia macrophylla moves from Appendix III to Appendix II. On 
this date, in addition to logs, lumber and veneer, manufactured plywood will also be regulated 

4 Includes agricultural implements, bearings and bushings, barge and dock fenders, boat 
construction articles, chemical derivatives, cogs and shafts, cross ties, fishing rods, flooring, 
furniture, heavy construction, pulp mill equipment, railroad ties, sporting goods, tool handles, 
turnery, and veneer

5 Includes brush backs, building materials, ceilings, counter tops, door frames, dowels, flooring, 
furniture, joinery, moldings, nonstriking handles (brooms and umbrellas for example), paneling, 
picture frames, plywood, pool cues and racks, rulers, shoji screens, stair treads, stringers, tool 
handles, toys, trays, tripods, turnery, venetian blinds, window blinds, and window frames

TABLE 2-1: Determining Whether an Article is Protected

If the article 
traded comes 
from:

And the wood 
was cut in:

If the form being 
imported is: And as: Then the article:
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continue to step 4. If you are not at a designated port, contact your 
regional botanist to arrange to move the shipment under U.S. 
Customs bond at the owner’s expense to a designated port.

Step 4--Determine Which Documents Are Needed

Use the following tables to determine which documents are needed for 
the legal re-exportation of CITES III protected timber or articles.

Currently 50CFR 24 lists the log and lumber ports as designated only for the 
importation of CITES regulated timber species. The CFR will eventually be 
amended to include exportation and reexportation. In the interim, all ports 
approved for the importation of logs and lumber are also approved for the 
exportation and reexportation of CITES regulated timber species.

Important

European Union (EU)1 countries require a single-use USFWS issued CITES 
Re-export Certificate printed on security paper, and the original must 
accompany the shipment. 

Since multi-use certificates or permits are not accepted by the EU, never 
validate them for shipments to EU countries.

1 As of May 1, 2004, EU countries include Austria, Belgium, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, 
Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, 
Luxembourg, Malta, The Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, and  
United Kingdom.
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TABLE 2-2: Determining What Documents Are Needed for Reexportations of Bigleaf 
Mahogany

If from: And cut in:
And the 
permittee: Then:

Swietenia 
macrophylla1 
(Bigleaf 
mahogany)

1 As of November 15, 2003, Swietenia macrophylla moves from Appendix III to Appendix II. 
Therefore, on or after this date, any shipment of logs, lumber, veneer, or manufactured plywood 
of this species reexported from the United States must be accompanied by a CITES II Reexport 
Certificate. Do not accept a CITES III Reexport Certificate

Bolivia, Brazil, 
Colombia, Costa 
Rica, Mexico, or 
Peru (listing 
countries)

Is engaged in 
commercial 
business

REQUIRE a 

◆ USDA issued General Permit, and

◆ A U.S. F&W issued Reexport Certificate, 
and

◆ A copy of the CITES Export Permit 
issued by the Management Authority in 
the country of origin2

Is not engaged 
in commercial 
business

REQUIRE both a

◆ A U.S. F&W issued Reexport Certificate, 
and

◆ A copy of the CITES Export Permit 
issued by the Management Authority in 
the country of origin1

Argentina, Belize, 
Ecuador, 
Guatemala, 
Honduras, 
Nicaragua, 
Panama, 
Venezuela or any 
other country in 
the Americas 
where it is grown.

Is engaged in 
commercial 
business

REQUIRE a 

◆ USDA issued General Permit, and

◆ A U.S. F&W issued Reexport Certificate, 
and

◆ A copy of the CITES Certificate of Origin 
or a copy of the CITES Export Permit 
issued by the Management Authority in 
the country of origin1

Is not engaged 
in commercial 
business

REQUIRE both a

◆ A U.S. F&W issued Reexport Certificate, 
and

◆ A copy of the CITES Certificate of Origin 
or a copy of the CITES Export Permit 
issued by the Management Authority in 
the country of origin1

A country other 
than one listed in 
the two cells above

ACCEPT a generic certificate of origin or 
other conclusive proof of origin. Refer to “” 
on  page-1-7

Not Swietenia 
macrophylla

Continue to Table 2-3
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2 USFWS is phasing in the issuance of single use reexport certificates. Single use certificates are 
printed on security paper and do not permit copying. The USFWS will verify legal import of CITES 
required timber species prior to the issuance of a single use reexport certificate, and will 
complete Block No. 12 with the country of origin and permit number. Therefore, it will not be 
necessary for the permittee to attach a copy of the export permit or certificate of origin issued 
by the CITES Management Authority in the country the wood product originated

TABLE 2-3: Determining What Documents Are Needed for Reexportations of Spanish 
Cedar

If from: And cut in:
And the 
permittee: Then:

Cedrela 
odorata 
(Spanish 
cedar)

Colombia or Peru Is engaged in 
commercial 
business

REQUIRE a 

◆ USDA issued General Permit, and

◆ A U.S. F&W issued Reexport Certificate, 
and

◆ A copy of the CITES Export Permit 
issued by the Management Authority in 
the country of origin1

1 USFWS is phasing in the issuance of single use reexport certificates. Single use certificates are 
printed on security paper and do not permit copying. The USFWS will verify legal import of CITES 
required timber species prior to the issuance of a single use reexport certificate, and will 
complete Block No. 12 with the country of origin and permit number. Therefore, it will not be 
necessary for the permittee to attach a copy of the export permit or certificate of origin issued 
by the CITES Management Authority in the country the wood product originated

Is not engaged 
in commercial 
business

REQUIRE both a

◆ A U.S. F&W issued Reexport Certificate, 
and

◆ A copy of the CITES Export Permit 
issued by the Management Authority in 
the country of origin1

Neither Columbia 
nor Peru

ACCEPT a generic certificate or origin or 
other conclusive proof or origin. A CITES 
reexport certificate is not required

Refer to “” on  page-1-7

Other than 
Cedrela 
odorata or 
Swietenia 
macrophylla 

CONTINUE to Table 2-4
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TABLE 2-4: Determining What Documents are Needed for Reexportations of 
Magnolia liliifera var. obovata, Podocarp, and Tetracentron

If from: And cut in:
And the 
permittee: Then:

Magnolia 
liliifera var. 
obovata, 
Podocarpus 
neriifolius 
(Podocarp), or 
Tetracentron 
sinense 
(Tetracentron)

Nepal Is engaged in 
commercial 
business

REQUIRE a 

◆ USDA issued General Permit, and

◆ A U.S. F&W issued Reexport Certificate, 
and

◆ A copy of the CITES Export Permit 
issued by the Management Authority in 
the country of origin1

1 USFWS is phasing in the issuance of single use reexport certificates. Single use certificates are 
printed on security paper and do not permit copying. The USFWS will verify legal import of CITES 
required timber species prior to the issuance of a single use reexport certificate, and will 
complete Block No. 12 with the country of origin and permit number. Therefore, it will not be 
necessary for the permittee to attach a copy of the export permit of certificate of origin issued 
by the CITES Management Authority in the country the wood product originated

Is not engaged 
in commercial 
business

REQUIRE both a

◆ A U.S. F&W issued Reexport Certificate, 
and

◆ A copy of the CITES Export Permit 
issued by the Management Authority in 
the country of origin1

Other than Nepal Is engaged in 
commercial 
business

REQUIRE both a

◆ USDA issued General Permit, and

◆ A U.S. F&W issued Reexport Certificate, 
and

◆ An original CITES Certificate of Origin or 
CITES Export Permit issued by the 
Management Authority in the country of 
origin1

Is not engaged 
in commercial 
business

REQUIRE both a 

◆ A U.S. F&W issued Reexport Certificate, 
and

◆ An original CITES Certificate of Origin or 
CITES Export Permit issued by the 
Management Authority in the country of 
origin1

Gonystylus 
spp. (Ramin)

Continue to Table 2-5

Dipteryx 
panamensis 
(Tonka bean)

Continue to Table 2-6
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TABLE 2-5: Determining What Documents Are Needed for the Reexportation of 
Ramin

If from: And cut in:
And the 
permittee: Then:

Gonystylus 
spp. (Ramin)

Indonesia Is engaged in 
commercial 
business

REQUIRE a 

◆ USDA issued General Permit, and

◆ A U.S. F&W issued Reexport Certificate, 
and

◆ A copy of the CITES Export Permit 
issued by the Management Authority in 
the country of origin1

Is not engaged 
in commercial 
business

REQUIRE both a

◆ A U.S. F&W issued Reexport Certificate, 
and

◆ A copy of the CITES Export Permit 
issued by the Management Authority in 
the country of origin1

Other than 
Indonesia

Is engaged in 
commercial 
business

REQUIRE both a

◆ USDA issued General Permit, and

◆ A U.S. F&W issued Reexport Certificate, 
and

◆ An original CITES Certificate of Origin or 
CITES Export Permit issued by the 
Management Authority in the country of 
origin1

Is not engaged 
in commercial 
business

REQUIRE both a 

◆ A U.S. F&W issued Reexport Certificate, 
and

◆ An original CITES Certificate of Origin or 
CITES Export Permit issued by the 
Management Authority in the country of 
origin1

1 USFWS is phasing in the issuance of single use reexport certificates. Single use certificates are 
printed on security paper and do not permit copying. The USFWS will verify legal import of CITES 
required timber species prior to the issuance of a single use reexport certificate, and will 
complete Block No. 12 with the country of origin and permit number. Therefore, it will not be 
necessary for the permittee to attach a copy of the export permit of certificate of origin issued 
by the CITES Management Authority in the country the wood product originated
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TABLE 2-6: Determining What Documents Are Needed for the Reexportation of 
Tonka Bean

If from: And cut in:
And the 
permittee: Then:

Dipteryx 
panamensis 
(Tonka bean)

Costa Rica Is engaged in 
commercial 
business

REQUIRE a 

◆ USDA issued General Permit, and

◆ A U.S. F&W issued Reexport Certificate, 
and

◆ A copy of the CITES Export Permit 
issued by the Management Authority in 
the country of origin1

1 USFWS is phasing in the issuance of single use reexport certificates. Single use certificates are 
printed on security paper and do not permit copying. The USFWS will verify legal import of CITES 
required timber species prior to the issuance of a single use reexport certificate, and will 
complete Block No. 12 with the country of origin and permit number. Therefore, it will not be 
necessary for the permittee to attach a copy of the export permit of certificate of origin issued 
by the CITES Management Authority in the country the wood product originated

Is not engaged 
in commercial 
business

REQUIRE both a

◆ A U.S. F&W issued Reexport Certificate, 
and

◆ A copy of the CITES Export Permit 
issued by the Management Authority in 
the country of origin1

Other than Costa 
Rica

Is engaged in 
commercial 
business

REQUIRE both a

◆ USDA issued General Permit, and

◆ A U.S. F&W issued Reexport Certificate, 
and

◆ An original CITES Certificate of Origin or 
CITES Export Permit issued by the 
Management Authority in the country of 
origin1

Is not engaged 
in commercial 
business

REQUIRE both a 

◆ A U.S. F&W issued Reexport Certificate, 
and

◆ An original CITES Certificate of Origin or 
CITES Export Permit issued by the 
Management Authority in the country of 
origin1
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Reexportation of CITES III Protected Timber:
Guidelines for Handling the Reexportation of CITES III Protected Timber
Step 5—Collect Appropriate Documents Associated with the 
Shipment
NOTE: As part of the reexport validation process you must verify that 
the CITES III protected timber or articles were originally legally 
imported into the U.S. Therefore, the permittee must provide you with 
a legible copy of a valid CITES Certificate of Origin or CITES Export 
Permit that has been previously endorsed (stamped, released, signed, 
and dated by a PPQ Officer) at the CITES designated first port of 
arrival9. 

Collect the following documents:

◆ A CITES Reexport Certificate issued by U.S. F&W 

◆ A copy of a valid CITES Certificate of Origin or CITES Export 
Permit issued by the CITES Management Authority in the 
country of origin7 

◆ If the Reexporter is engaged in a commercial business, a copy of 
the USDA-issued General Permit (GP)10 issued by the USDA to 
engage in the commercial trade of CITES listed plants. Refer to 
Chapter 10, Sample of a General Permit and an Application 
for a Permit. If the Reexporter does not have a permit, you may 
allow him or her to apply for one. See “Step 6—Ensure that 
Documents Have Not Expired” on  page-2-12 Follow the 
directions for allowing the Reexporter to renew an expired permit

◆ Cargo paperwork associated with the shipment (for example, bills 
of lading, U.S. Customs entry, invoice, and dimensional tally 
inventory sheets11) 

Step 6—Ensure that Documents Have Not Expired

Check the bottom left-hand corner of the USDA-issued General Permit 
(GP) and Block Number 2 of the CITES Reexport Certificate to verify 
that these documents have not expired. If the GP has expired, have the 
Reexporter reapply by completing an application (PPQ Form 621). 
Please use the following procedures for having the Reexporter renew 
the expired permit or for applying for a permit if the reexporter doesn’t 
have one. 

9 USFWS is phasing in the issuance of single use reexport certificates. Single use certificates are printed 
on security paper and do not permit copying. The USFWS will verify legal import of CITES required timber 
species prior to the issuance of a single use reexport certificate, and will complete Block No. 12 with the 
country of origin and permit number. Therefore, it will not be necessary for the permittee to attach a copy 
of the export permit of certificate of origin issued by the CITES Management Authority in the country the 
wood product originated

10 If the permittee does not provide a copy of a USDA issued General Permit (GP) you may verify they have 
one by searching the GP database in Lotus Notes.

11 Dimensional tally sheets will inventory the size of each piece of lumber or veneer in each bundle shipped. 
Usually there will be more than one dimensional inventory sheet with the shipment.
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Reexportation of CITES III Protected Timber:
Guidelines for Handling the Reexportation of CITES III Protected Timber
 1. Call the Permit Unit at either their toll free number, 877/
770-5990 or 301/734-8332. If you use the toll free number, 
press ‘3’ to reach the Plants Desk. Ask for a General Permit 
number.

 2. After you have a GP number, write it at the top of the application 
(PPQ Form 621).

 3. Have the Reexporter complete the application and collect a check 
for $70 made out to Plant Protection and Quarantine.

 4. Mail the completed PPQ Form 621 and the check to the following 
address:

USDA, APHIS, PPQ
PPQ Permit Unit
4700 River Road, Unit 136
Riverdale, MD 20737-1236

If the CITES Reexport Certificate has expired, stop processing the 
reexport. Have the permittee contact the U.S. F&W, Division of 
Management Authority to have their CITES certificate reissued. 

Step 7–Confirm Legal Importation
One of the special conditions in Section 5 of the CITES Reexport 
Certificate directs the permittee to attach a copy of the CITES 
Certificate of Origin or Export Permit. To verify that the timber or 
articles legally entered, ensure that the copy presented to you is valid 
(match it to a facsimile from the country of origin provided). Refer to 
Chapter 8, Facsimiles of CITES Documents. Also verify that the 
CITES documents were previously inspected and stamped, “Released,” 
by a PPQ Officer. If you are given a copy of an invalid document, stop 
processing the reexport and inform the permittee of the correct 
document requirements12.

If the copy of the CITES Export Permit or the CITES Certificate of 
Origin presented to you is illegible or had not been previously 
endorsed by PPQ, contact PPQ personnel at the port the material 
originally entered to determine if it was legally imported. Once PPQ 
personnel at the port of entry confirm that the material was legally 
imported, they may endorse the CITES Certificate of Origin or the 
Export Permit after the fact and forward a copy to the office doing the 
reexport. However, if you learn that the original importation was 
illegal, the shipment may be subject to forfeiture. Contact your area 
botanist.

12 USFWS is phasing in the issuance of single use reexport certificates. Single use certificates are printed 
on security paper and do not permit copying. The USFWS will verify legal import of CITES required timber 
species prior to the issuance of a single use reexport certificate, and will complete Block No. 12 with the 
country of origin and permit number. Therefore, it will not be necessary for the permittee to attach a copy 
of the export permit of certificate of origin issued by the CITES Management Authority in the country the 
wood product originated
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Reexportation of CITES III Protected Timber:
Guidelines for Handling the Reexportation of CITES III Protected Timber
Step 8–Confirm that the CITES Reexport Certificate is Complete 
and Accurate
Refer to Chapter 9, Examples of CITES Certificates of Reexport for 
facsimiles of the DMA issued older and current versions of the CITES 
Reexport Certificate. Check the following blocks of the Reexport 
Certificate:

Block 4—(Completed by the permittee or the DMA)–Verify that the 
consignee’s name and address are correct.

Block 5—(Completed by the DMA and permittee) Orient yourself to 
any special conditions the permittee must adhere to to properly use 
this document. 

Block 7(A)—(Completed by DMA)–Confirm that the certificate had 
been issued for the specific CITES regulated timber species being 
reexported. 

Block 11—(Completed by the permittee)–Ensure that if it is lumber, 
the quantity is expressed in cubic meters; if veneer, square meters. 
Refer to Chapter 7, Conversion Formulas for conversion formulas. 
Verify that the quantity entered in this block agrees with the quantities 
declared on the invoice and cargo papers accompanying the shipment. 
Then compare the quantity entered in this block with the quantity 
originally imported on the attached CITES Certificate of Origin or 
Export Permit.

Review the dimensional tally or inventory sheets to more accurately 
determine the quantity shipped. The dimensional tally/inventory 
sheets will break down each bundle in a shipment into quantities with 

If this is a single use reexport certificate the USFWS will verify that the 
quantity being reexported does not exceed the quantity permitted by the CITES 
import document issued by the management authority in the country of origin

If the quantity on the Reexport Certificate 
is:  Then:

Equal to or less than what’s on the CITES 
Certificate of Origin or Export Permit 

CONTINUE to Step 9 that follows

Exceeds what’s on the CITES Certificate of 
Origin or Export Permit 

NOTE: The permittee may not reexport 
material in quantities greater than what is 
covered by their CITES Certificate of Origin or 
Export Permit

STOP PROCESSING THE REEXPORT—Give 
the permittee the opportunity to 

◆ Remove excess material and amend the 
paperwork, or 

◆ Provide you with a CITES Certificate of 
Origin or an CITES Export Permit that 
authorizes the excess material 

◆ Provide you with a new or amended CITES 
Reexport Certificate
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Reexportation of CITES III Protected Timber:
Guidelines for Handling the Reexportation of CITES III Protected Timber
reference to the size of each piece of lumber or veneer. Evaluate the 
quantity authorized on the CITES documents against what is shown 
on the cargo entry papers.

Block 12—(Completed by the permittee or DMA)–Verify that the 
country of origin, and the permit or certification number recorded 
coincides with the attached CITES Certificate of Origin or Export 
Permit.13

Step 9–Inspect the Shipment
Assess the actual quantity of lumber or veneer being reexported14. You 
may have to overcome the following difficulties in assessing the 
volume of material being shipped:

◆ Enormity of the shipment

◆ Identity of the pallets comprising the shipment

◆ Accessibility of containerized cargo

◆ Pallets of lumber of variable sizes 

If your inspection reveals quantities in excess of what is documented 
on the CITES Reexport Certificate, the permittee must correct the 
discrepancy by amending the documents with the proper quantity or 
by removing the excess material. Discontinue processing the reexport 
until the discrepancy is corrected. If you judge that the Reexporter is a 
repeat violator, or that there was an obvious attempt to mislead you or 
to conceal unauthorized lumber, then consider initiating forfeiture 
procedures. refer to Chapter 3, Forfeiture. Contact your area botanist 
for concurrence. 

Step 10–Validate and Endorse Documents
The CITES Reexport Certificate is invalid until a PPQ officer completes 
Blocks 13, 14, and 15 of this form. Here are the directions for 
completing these three blocks:

Block 13—In row (A), enter the quantity of material being reexported. 
This must equal the quantity entered in Block 11 of Row 7 (A). Line 
out the remaining, unused rows.

13 USFWS is phasing in the issuance of single use reexport certificates. Single use certificates are printed 
on security paper and do not permit copying. The USFWS will verify legal import of CITES required timber 
species prior to the issuance of a single use reexport certificate, and will complete Block No. 12 with the 
country of origin and permit number. Therefore, it will not be necessary for the permittee to attach a copy 
of the export permit of certificate of origin issued by the CITES Management Authority in the country the 
wood product originated

14 In cooperation with the importer or the importer’s agent, perform a dimensional piece count for a bundle 
that you choose to inspect. Compare their piece count and sizes with the dimensional tally/inventory 
sheets provided.
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Guidelines for Handling the Reexportation of CITES III Protected Timber
Block 14—Enter the bill of lading, the port of reexportation. Include 
the city and State. Enter the total number of shipping containers, 
pallets, or bundles.

Block 15—Endorse the certificate with a USDA, APHIS, PPQ Released 
or Inspected and Released stamp. Sign and date in ink. Include your 
badge number. You must use an official stamp issued by our Agency. 
It must bear the words, “USDA, APHIS, PPQ Release/Inspected and 
Released.” The stamp must also bear your port location.

Step 11—Distribute and File CITES Documents

◆ Return the validated original, along with the attached copy of the 
CITES Certificate of Origin or Export Permit, to the permittee. 
Instruct the permittee to forward these documents with the 
shipment. 

◆ Suggest that the permittee make a photocopy for their files.

◆ Forward a copy to the following office: 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Division of Management Authority 
4401 North Fairfax Drive, Room 700
Arlington, VA 22203 

◆ File a copy in your port files. Refer to Chapter 4, Filing 
Procedures for directions on how to set up a CITES file. 

T&E to Canada

Transportation and Exportation (T&E) of CITES III Protected 
Timber to Canada

Step 1—Verify that the shipment is accompanied by U.S. Customs 
Form 7512 or other accepted in-bond document

Step 2—Stamp the Customs paperwork, “Released for Exportation.” 
Do not stamp the CITES document (this will be done by the 
Management Authority of Canada).

Step 3—Apply any necessary safeguards.

The permittee is authorized to reexport a quantity equal to or less than the 
amount originally imported on the CITES Certificate of Origin or Export Permit. 
However, they are never permitted to reexport a quantity greater that originally 
imported.

CITES files must be retained for five years.
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Reexportation of CITES III Protected Timber:
Commenting on Guidelines
Step 4—Allow the shipment to proceed.

Immediate Exportation (IE) of CITES III Protected Timber
Step 1—Verify the shipment is accompanied by U.S. Customs Form 
7512 or other accepted export document.

Step 2—Stamp the Customs paperwork, “Released for Exportation.” 
Do not stamp the CITES document (this will be done by the 
Management Authority of the country of destination). 

Step 3—Apply any necessary safeguards.

Step 4—Allow the shipment to proceed.

Commenting on Guidelines
If you question these guidelines or have suggestions to improve them, 
please contact:

John Arcery, CITES Specialist
phone: (718) 553-1733
email:  John.N.Arcery@usda.gov

If the Customs paperwork designates both a U.S. Company (middle man) and 
a Canadian consignee, review the CITES document to verify that the consignee 
is actually Canadian and not U.S. If the CITES document declares a U.S. 
Company as the consignee, then the T&E must be handled as a CITES 
reexport.
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Contents
Process Violations of CITES  page-3-1

Overview of the Steps  page-3-2
Step 1—Set Up a System for Filing the Violations  page-3-2
Step 2—Confirm That the Violation Warrants Forfeiture  page-3-3
Step 3—Seize the Protected Timber or Material  page-3-3
Step 4—Estimate the Retail Value of the Timber or Article Moving in Violation of the 

Legislation  page-3-3
Step 5—Start Forfeiture Procedures  page-3-3
Step 6—Safeguard the Seized Importation  page-3-6
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Process Violations of CITES
These procedures are only for plant material. Procedures have been 
established for the forfeiture of nonplant material (such as equipment 
shipped with the timber or the means of conveyance) when the 
exporter is found violating CITES.

The following are violations of CITES:

◆ Falsifying documents to hide the actual identity of the plant from 
which the timber was cut, the quantity or dimensions of the 
shipment, the origin of the article, etc.

◆ Importing, exporting, or reexporting protected material without 
the documents required by CITES regulations

◆ Commercially importing or reexporting protected material 
without a General Permit issued by PPQ

◆ Failing to keep records required by 7CFR 355.23 or refusing to 
make reports from these records when requested by PPQ

◆ Importing or Reexporting timber out of a port that has not been 
designated for the movement of such protected material
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Forfeiture: Procedures
Process Violations of CITES
◆ Failing to notify and present documents to PPQ for the inspection 
of CITES regulated material for import, export, or reexport

Overview of the Steps
The steps to take to process violations of CITES are:

Step 1—Set Up a System for Filing the Violations
The purpose of the filing system is as follows:

◆ To give you immediate access to prior actions taken on seized 
material (in case you are asked questions about a particular 
action)

◆ To identify repeat offenders

◆ To facilitate a civil or criminal proceeding

The principle document you will be filing is the Notice of Seizure and 
Proposed Forfeiture, PPQ Form 624. To set up your file, do the 
following:

 1. Give each shipment found in violation of the legislation a 
separate file.

 2. Number each file consecutively from the first seizure for the fiscal 
year. In your numbering, first show your port and the year. Look 
at the example that follows: 

 3. Place Part 4 of the PPQ Form 624 in the front of each file, and 
update it as necessary.

 4. Retain each file for 5 years after the last documented action is 
taken.

Step 1. Set up a system for filing the violations
Step 2.Confirm that the violation exists
Step 3.Seize protected or plant product 
Step 4.Estimate the retail value of the protected product that is moving in violation of the 

legislation
Step 5.Start forfeiture procedures
Step 6.Safeguard the seized material
Step 7.Take custody of forfeited or abandoned material that was seized
Step 8.Start the process for getting forfeited or abandoned live plants to a rescue center

 Miami 00-01

FIGURE 3-1: Example of Numbering Configuration Used in Filing Systems for 
Violations
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Process Violations of CITES
Step 2—Confirm That the Violation Warrants Forfeiture

Step 3—Seize the Protected Timber or Material
If you haven’t already, seize the material moving in violation of the 
legislation.

Step 4—Estimate the Retail Value of the Timber or Article 
Moving in Violation of the Legislation
Several species of protected timber or articles made or manufactured 
from the timber may be sold in the United States. Therefore, use the 
price asked or given for the logs, lumber, pool cues, veneer, etc. from 
the nearest retailer to estimate its value. However, if it is impracticable 
to contact the nearest retailer, use the material’s invoiced value or any 
other reasonable means to estimate the retail value.

Step 5—Start Forfeiture Procedures
The forfeiture procedures will allow you to gain legal custody of the 
article seized and to facilitate prosecution by PPQ or OMA.

TABLE 3-2: Confirming That the Violation Warrants Prosecution

If you have: Then:

A repeat violation 1. CONTINUE processing the violation; it warrants 
prosecution

2. GO to Step 3—Seize the Protected Timber or 
Material

Evidence that a permit, certificate, or 
other official document was altered or 
forged to gain advantage

An attempt to import or reexport with 
an invalid CITES document or without a 
CITES document

An obvious attempt to mislead you or to 
conceal unauthorized material

A violation that meets none of the 
criteria described in the three cells 
above1

1 The lack of CITES documents, the lack of a General Permit, or the attempt to import or reexport 
out of a nondesignated port may, in part, be due to the person’s lack of knowledge of the regu-
lations. If there is no obvious attempt to defraud or violate the regulations, provide the person 
with the required information or refer them to a designated port for clarification.

DISCONTINUE processing the violation and 
contact your regional botanist for instructions

TABLE 3-3: Regulating Seized Importations

If you estimate the value of the seized 
material to be: Then:

More than $10,000 GO to Step5a for procedures to be used when 
the value of the material exceeds $10,000

$10,000 or less GO to Step5b for procedures to be used when 
the value of the material is $10,000 or less
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Process Violations of CITES
Step5a. —Forfeiture Procedures to Use When the Value of the 
Importation Seized Exceeds $10,000
Follow these steps; then continue processing the violation.

A. Modify PPQ Form 624 as shown in Figure 3-3 that follows. 
Cross out, “AND PROPOSED FORFEITURE” in the form’s 
title. In Block 3, cross out the words, “OTHER THAN 
PLANTS.” Cross out the entire Block 7. Renumber Block 8 as 
Block 7 and type a number 8. Type in “The Animal and Plant 
Health Inspection Service shall take appropriate action in 
accordance with 7CFR Part 356 and the Civil Asset Forfeiture 
Reform Act of 2000.”

B. Complete the amended Figure 3-3, Notice of Seizure. Edit the 
completed form so that there are no inaccuracies in Sections 
3 and 4 (these sections are used to describe the material, why 
the material was seized, and your authority for the seizure).

C. Enter the appropriate dates in Sections 6 and 7 of Part 4 of 
the PPQ Form 624.

D. Make sure that all relevant documents have been collected 
and filed. Update the file as necessary.

E. Write a narrative report of all relevant facts and 
circumstances of the violation. Include names of any 
witnesses. Cite the laws believed to have been violated. 
Prepare the narrative report on a PPQ letterhead. The 
letterhead must be dated and bear your name, signature, and 
title. You must use the letterhead since the seizure will be 
brought before a U.S. District Court by the U.S. Attorney’s 
Office. If you need additional guidance, contact your regional 
botanist.

F. Have the Port Director sign the modified PPQ Form 624 on  
page-3-9. Assemble the following documents for overnight 
shipment to the CITES and Plant Inspection Station 
Coordinator:

➤ Your report

➤ The Original (Part 1: PPQ Port File) of PPQ Form 624 on  
page-3-9

➤ The correspondence and documents that accompanied the 
shipment

G. Ship overnight the assembled documents identified in the 
above to the following address:
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Process Violations of CITES
CITES and Plant Inspection Station Coordinator
USDA, APHIS, PPQ
4700 River Road, Unit 60
Riverdale, MD 20737-1236

H. Using Certified or Registered Mail (return receipt requested), 
send the following forms to the addresses of all people 
believed to be owners or agents of the seized material (these 
are identified in Section 6 of part 4 of PPQ Form 624): 

➤ Part 3 of PPQ Form 624

➤ PPQ Form 626 (See Figure 3-7 for an example of this 
form)

➤ Retain Part 2 of PPQ Form 624 for your port file.

I. Go to Step 6—Safeguard the Seized Importation

Step5b. —Forfeiture Procedures to Use When the Value of the 
Importation Seized is $10,000 or Less
Follow these steps; then continue processing the violation.

 A. Reconfirm that the violation warrants prosecution. Contact 
your regional botanist if you have any questions.

B. Allow the owner to either waive title to the material moving in 
violation of the legislation or to challenge the forfeiture of that 
material. Advise the owner that the material becomes forfeit 
after 21 days. If, after 21 days, a PPQ Form 625 (Claim and 
Bond) or a PPQ Form 626 is not received by the Deputy 
Administrator—the U.S. Government takes title to the 
material moving in violation of the legislation. See Figure 3-6 
and Figure 3-7 for examples of these forms.

If multiple owners or agents are identified, you may use photocopies of the 
forms in lieu of the actual forms or their sections.

TABLE 3-4: Regulating Seized material Valued at $10,000 or Less

If the owner: Then:

Agrees to waive title to the 
material

1. Have owner COMPLETE and SIGN a PPQ Form 623, 
Waiver of Forfeiture Procedures by Owner of Seized 
Property1. Make sure the owner reads both sides of 
the form. 

2. CONTINUE processing the violation

Returns to challenge the forfeiture 
of the material

1. GIVE owner PPQ Forms 625 and 626
2. CONTINUE processing the violation

Is absent 1. MAIL owner PPQ Forms 625 and 626
2. CONTINUE processing the violation
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Process Violations of CITES
 C. Complete PPQ Form 624, Notice of Seizure and Proposed 
Forfeiture on  page-3-10 for material seized under CITES 
legislation, then:

i. File the original at the PPQ office where the material was 
seized.

ii. Immediately post Part 2 of PPQ Form 624 in a 
conspicuous place accessible to the public. The place 
must be at the PPQ office where the material was seized. 
Keep the form posted for 21 days. Record the date and 
time of the posting on Parts 3 and 4 of the worksheet to 
PPQ Form 624.

iii. Hand Part 3 of the form to the owner after you have filled 
in the file number. If unable to hand the form to the owner 
of the seized material, mail Part 3 to the owner at their last 
known address—use certified or registered mail with a 
return receipt requested. However, if the owner has a 
signed PPQ Form 623, you do not need to provide a copy 
of PPQ Form 624 to the owner. Nevertheless, you must 
still post the PPQ Form 624 for 21 days.

iv. Keep Part 4 as a worksheet to know what has happened, 
who was notified, and when the next step is to be taken.

D. Go to Step 6—Safeguard the Seized Importation

.

Step 6—Safeguard the Seized Importation
Safeguard the protected timber until it leaves your care.

Make sure that nothing is lost.

Step 7—Take Custody of Forfeited or Abandoned Material Seized
You may take custody of the seized material if, after 21 days:

◆ A Claim and Bond was not received by the Deputy Administrator

◆ The exporter did not come up with the required CITES 
documents or a General Permit

To take custody of the material:

 1. Complete a PPQ Form 627, Declaration of Forfeiture. Refer to 
Parts 1 and 4 of PPQ Form 624 (the worksheet) to complete PPQ 
Form 627.

1 See Figure 3-2 for an example of PPQ Form 623.
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Process Violations of CITES
 2. Using registered or certified mail with a return receipt 
requested—send a copy of PPQ Form 627 to the owner of the 
forfeited material.

The protected material is now the property of the U.S. 
Government.

 3. Record the date and time you mail PPQ Form 627 in Block 7(d) of 
the worksheet (Part 4 of PPQ Form 624).

Step 8—Start the Process for Placing Forfeited or Abandoned 
Material
Phone PO in Riverdale, MD. Their phone number is (301) 734-8295. 
Tell them:

◆ The quantity of the material

◆ The country where the timber was cut

◆ The name of the port and the file number

Once arrangements are made to pay for the shipping, you will be 
advised. Ship the material where directed. 

Record the date and time you sent the wood to the receiver in Block 
7(c) of the worksheet (Part 4 of PPQ Form 624
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PPQ Form 623
PPQ Form 623

FIGURE 3-2: PPQ Form 623—Waiver of Forfeiture Procedures by Owner of Seized Property
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PPQ Form 624 Example
PPQ Form 624 Example

FIGURE 3-3: Example of PPQ Form 624, Notice of Seizure for Timber Seized Exceeding $10,000.00
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PPQ Form 624 Parts 1,2, and 3
PPQ Form 624 Parts 1,2, and 3

FIGURE 3-4: PPQ Form 624 Parts 1, 2, and 3
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PPQ Form 624 Part 4
PPQ Form 624 Part 4

FIGURE 3-5: PPQ 624 Part 4 (PPQ Port Worksheet)
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PPQ Form 625
PPQ Form 625

FIGURE 3-6: PPQ Form 625—Claim and Bond
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PPQ Form 625
FIGURE 3-7: PPQ Form 626 Petition for Remission or Mitigation of Forfeiture
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PPQ Form 626
PPQ Form 626

FIGURE 3-8: PPQ Form 626—Petition for Remission of Mitigation of Forfeiture
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Forfeiture: Procedures
PPQ Form 627
PPQ Form 627

FIGURE 3-9: PPQ Form 627—Declaration of Forfeiture
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PPQ Form 627
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Contents
Setting Up a File System for CITES Documents  page-4-1

Setting Up a File System for CITES Documents

Purpose
Documents are filed in case originals are lost or destroyed. They are 
also kept to provide information in case of litigation. An accessible 
filing system will enable you to comply with audits by non-government 
conservation groups who may use the records to monitor trade 
statistics.

Step 1—Decide on the filing system that is most practical for your 
location. Devise one that keeps the records complete and accessible. 
Here are two methods currently being used:

◆ File alphabetically by permittee’s name

◆ File chronologically by month and year

Step 2—Select the documents that need to be filed. As a minimum, 
file the following:

◆ The validated copy of the CITES document

◆ Lading or airway bills

◆ Customs entry

◆ Invoice 

◆ Copy of the Phytosanitary Certificate (if issued)

Step 3—Maintain each file for a minimum of five years.
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To determine whether the wood is listed (protected), click on this URL 
to access the CITES web site:

http://www2.wcmc.org.uk/CITES/index.shtml

 1. In the left column of the screen, click on CITES Databases and 
select Flora.

 2. When the new screen opens, click on the bulleted, 
blue-underlined “flora.”

 3. In the top active field for Family, Genus, Species, or Common 
Name, enter the name on the invoice and click on the “SUBMIT” 
button. HINT: You may need to scroll down to see this button.

 4. If the wood is protected, you will be taken to the appropriate 
screen. Check to see that the country of origin is listed and level 
of protection (Appendix I, II, or III).
12/2002-02 CITES III Timber Guidelines 5-1
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Contents
Conf. 10.2  page-6-1
Conf. 10.13  page-6-2

Conf. 10.2

Permits and Certificates
VII. Regarding the change of destination on export permits and 
re-export certificates issued for timber species included in Appendices 
II and III with the annotation #5

    RECOMMENDS that an export permit or a re-export certificate that 
indicates the complete names and addresses of the (re-)exporter and 
importer, in conformity with Annex 1, paragraph d), to this Resolution, 
not be accepted for import into a country other than the one for which 
it was issued, except under the following conditions:

        a) the actual quantity of specimens exported or re-exported is 
included in the designated box on the export permit or re-export 
certificate, certified by the stamp or seal and signature of the authority 
that carried out the inspection at  the time of export or re-export;

        b) the exact quantity referred to under a) is imported;

        c) the number of the bill of lading of the shipment is included on 
the permit or certificate;

        d) the bill of lading of the shipment is presented to the 
Management Authority together with the original of the export permit 
or re-export certificate at the time of import;

        e) the import takes place within six months after the issue of the 
export permit or re-export certificate;

        f) the period of validity of the export permit or re-export certificate 
has not already been extended;

        g) the Management Authority of the importing country includes 
on the permit or certificate, in the box relating to special conditions, or 
an equivalent place, the following text, certified by its stamp or seal 
and signature:
12/2002-02 CITES III Timber Guidelines 6-1
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Conf. 10.13

6-2
            "import into [name of country] permitted in accordance 
with Resolution Conf. 10.2 (section VII.) on [date]";

            and

        h) a copy of the export permit or re-export certificate as 
amended in accordance with sub-paragraph g) above shall be 
sent to the country of export or re-export, allowing it to amend 
its annual report, and to the CITES Secretariat;

Conf. 10.13

Regarding parts and derivatives
    c) the following definitions be applied with respect to the 
current annotations #5 and #6:

            i) Logs

        All wood in the rough, whether or not stripped of bark or 
sapwood, or roughly squared, for processing, notably into 
sawn  wood, pulpwood or veneer sheets (HS code 44.03*);

            ii) Sawn wood

        Wood simply sawn lengthwise or produced by a 
profile-chipping process. Sawn wood normally exceeds 6 mm 
in thickness (HS code 44.06*, HS code 44.07*); and

            iii) Veneer sheets

        Thin layers or sheets of wood of uniform thickness, 
usually 6 mm or less, usually peeled or sliced, for use in 
making plywood, for veneering furniture, veneer containers, 
etc. (HS code 44.081); and

1 HS refers to the Harmonized System of the World Customs Organization describing and 
coding goods in trade. The codes  referred to in this document for timber include the 
following:

44.03 - Wood in the rough, whether or not stripped of bark or sapwood, or roughly squared
44.06 - Railway or tramway sleepers of wood
44.07 - Wood sawn or chipped lengthwise, sliced or peeled, whether or not planed, sanded or 

finger-jointed, of a thickness exceeding 6 mm
44.08 - Veneer sheets and sheets for plywood (whether or not spliced) and other wood sawn 

lengthwise, sliced or  peeled, whether or not planed, sanded or finger-jointed, of a thickness 
not exceeding 6 mm.
CITES III Timber Guidelines 12/2002-02
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    d) for the purpose of annotations in the appendices for 
parts and derivatives of species traded as timber, definitions 
be used that, to the extent possible, are based on the tariff 
classifications of the Harmonized System of the World 
Customs Organization;

Regarding amendment proposals for timber species
    e) proposals for the inclusion of timber species in Appendix 
II or III indicate clearly which parts and derivatives should be 
regulated; and

    f) where these are different from the parts and derivatives 
included in the current annotation #5, the proponent also 
propose the relevant amendment to Resolution Conf. 10.2 if 
the procedures for extending the period of validity of, and/or 
changing the destination on, the export permit or re-export 
certificate should apply;

Regarding the definition of 'artificially propagated'
    g) timber taken from trees grown in monospecific 
plantations be considered as being artificially propagated in 
accordance with the definition contained in Resolution Conf. 
9.18 (Rev.);

Regarding improvement of public understanding of the role of 
the Convention in the conservation of timber species
    h) parties consider any possible deleterious conservation 
and trade impacts before they impose stricter domestic 
measures on trade in timber specimens of species included in 
Appendix II or III; and

    i) Management Authorities work with governmental 
agencies (including local governments), non-governmental 
organizations, industry and the general public to develop and 
provide information on the objectives, provisions and 
implementation of the Convention to counter the 
misconception that the inclusion of species in the appendices 
represents a ban on the trade in specimens of these species, 
and to disseminate the message that international trade and 
utilization of timber species included in Appendices II and III 
are generally permitted and can be beneficial; and

Regarding timber species of concern
    j) the range States pay particular attention to 
internationally traded timber species within their territories 
for which the knowledge  of the biological status and 
silvicultural requirements gives cause for concern.
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Conversion Formulas for Logs and Lumber
Because log and lumber shipments must be expressed in cubic meters 
and veneer shipments must be expressed in square meters, you may 
find the following conversion formulas helpful. Use the following 
formulas to convert board feet, kilograms, and square meters to cubic 
meters:

Board Feet to Cubic Meters

EXAMPLE: A shipment of 1000 board feet of lumber arrives at your 
port. The following calculation would convert this shipment to cubic 
meters of lumber:

There are 424 board feet per cubic meter.

Board feet may be expressed in pie tablares (PT.) from some countries, 

(1PT. = 1 Board foot).

(Board  fee t of lumber)
(424 board  fee t)

-------------------------------------------------------------- Cubic  mete rs  o f lumber=

(1000 board  fee t o f lumber)
(424 board  fee t)

----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 2.36 cub ic  meters  o f lumber=
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Conversion Formulas for Logs and Lumber
Kilograms of Lumber to Cubic Meters

EXAMPLE: A shipment of 10,000 kgms of air dried lumber arrives at 
your port. The following calculation would convert this shipment to 
cubic meters of lumber:

Cubic Feet of Lumber to Cubic Meters

A shipment of 10,000 square feet of lumber approximately 1 inch thick 
arrives at your port. The following calculation would convert this 
shipment to cubic meters:

On average, there are 600 kilograms (kgms) of lumber per cubic meter. 
Because the moisture content of wood may vary its weight from 450-700 
kilograms per cubic meter, 600 kilograms will give an approximate number of 
cubic meters of lumber.

Where: cubic feet of lumber = (lumber length in feet) x (lumber width in feet) 
and (lumber thickness in feet) = (lumber thickness in inches divided by 12)

This is a difficult conversion because it depends upon the multiplication of the 
number of square meters and the thickness of wood, which could be variable. 
In this case, have the permittee perform the conversion and provide you with a 
copy of the calculations. 

(Kilograms  of lumber)
(600 kilograms )

-------------------------------------------------------------- Cubic  meters  o f lumber=

(10,000 kilograms  of a ir d ried  lumber)
(600 kilograms )

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 16.67 cub ic  mete rs  of d ried  lumber=

e  fee t o f lumber) lumber th icknes s  in  fee t( ) 0.02832( )×× Cubic  meters  o f lu=

s quare  fee t of lumber) 1
12
------ 

  fee t o f lumber× 0.02832( )× 23.6( )cubic  mete rs  of =
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Conversion Formulas for Veneer

Square Feet of Veneer to Square Meters

(

EXAMPLE: A shipment of 25,000 square feet of veneer arrives at your 
port. The following calculation would convert this shipment to square 
meters:

Square Meters of Veneer to Cubic Meters

A shipment of 25,000 square meters of veneer 0.6 millimeters thick 
arrives at your port. The following calculation would convert this 
shipment to cubic meters:

Where: (Square feet of Veneer) = (Length of Veneer in feet) X (Width of Veneer 
in feet) 

(Square  fee t o f veneer) (0.0929)× (Square  mete rs  o f veneer)=

Where: (Square metersof Veneer) = 
(Length of Veneer in meters) X (Width of Veneer in meters) 

Veneer thickness in meters= (Veneer thickness in millimeters) / 1000

This is a difficult conversion because it depends upon the multiplication of the 
number of square meters and the thickness of wood, which could be variable. 
In this case, have the permittee perform the conversion and provide you with a 
copy of the calculations.

25 000s quare  fee t o f veneer,( ) 0.0929( )× 2322.5 s quare  meters=

quare  mete rs  of veneer) (Veneer th icknes s  in  me ters )× Cubic  mete rs  o f venee=

25 000  s quare  mete rs  o f veneer, ) 0.6
1000
------------- 

   me te r× 15  cub ic  mete rs  o f venee=
12/2002-02 CITES III Timber Guidelines 7-3
PPQ



Conversion Formulas:
Conversion Formulas for Veneer
Cubic Feet of Veneer to Cubic Meters

Example: A shipment of 25,000 square feet of veneer 1/16 of an inch thick 
arrives at your port. The following calculation would convert this 
shipment to cubic meters:

Where: (cubic feet of Veneer) = 
(Length of Veneer in feet) X (Width of Veneer in feet) and

Veneer thickness in feet = (Veneer thickness in a fraction of an inch) / 12

This is a difficult conversion because it depends upon the multiplication of the 
number of cubic feet and the thickness of wood, which could be variable. In 
this case, have the permittee perform the conversion and provide you with a 
copy of he calculations.

are  fee t o f veneer) (Veneer th icknes s  in  fee t) (0.02832)×× Cubic  mete rs  o f ven=

25,000 s quare  fee t o f veneer)

1
16
------ 

 

12
------------

 
 
 
 
 

 s quare  fee t 0.2832×× 3.687 cub ic  mete=
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Facsimiles of CITES Documents:
Argentina

8-2
Argentina

FIGURE 8-1: Republic of Argentina Export/Reexport Certificate
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Facsimiles of CITES Documents:
Barbados
Barbados

FIGURE 8-2: Barbados CITES Permit for Export/Reexport/Import or Other 
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Facsimiles of CITES Documents:
Belize
Belize

FIGURE 8-3: Belize CITES Permit for Export/Reexport/Import or Other
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Facsimiles of CITES Documents:
Belize
Belize

FIGURE 8-4: Belize Certificate of Origin
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Facsimiles of CITES Documents:
Bolivia
Bolivia

FIGURE 8-5: Bolivia CITES Permit for Export/Reexport
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Facsimiles of CITES Documents:
Bolivia
Bolivia

FIGURE 8-6: Bolivia Cerificate of Origin
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Facsimiles of CITES Documents:
Brazil
Brazil

FIGURE 8-7: Brazil CITES Permit for Export
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Facsimiles of CITES Documents:
Brazil
Brazil

FIGURE 8-8: Brazil Annex to Permit for Exp/Re-exp/Import
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Facsimiles of CITES Documents:
Brazil
Brazil

FIGURE 8-9: Brazil Certificate of Origin
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Facsimiles of CITES Documents:
Brazil
Brazil

FIGURE 8-10: Brazil Non CITES for Export
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Facsimiles of CITES Documents:
Chile
Chile

FIGURE 8-11: Chile CITES Permit for Export/Reexport/Import
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Facsimiles of CITES Documents:
Colombia
Colombia

FIGURE 8-12: Colombia CITES Permit for Export/Reexport/Imp/Other
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Facsimiles of CITES Documents:
Costa Rica
Costa Rica

FIGURE 8-13: Costa Rica CITES Permit for Export/Reexport
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Facsimiles of CITES Documents:
Cuba
Cuba

FIGURE 8-14: Cuba CITES Permit for Export/Reexport/Import
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Facsimiles of CITES Documents:
Dominican Republic
Dominican Republic

FIGURE 8-15: Dominican Republic CITES Permit for Export/Reexport/Import
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Facsimiles of CITES Documents:
Ecuador
Ecuador

FIGURE 8-16: Ecuador CITES Permit for Export/Reexport/Import
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Facsimiles of CITES Documents:
Guatemala
Guatemala

FIGURE 8-17: Guatemala CITES Permit for Export/Re-export/Import
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Facsimiles of CITES Documents:
Guatemala
Guatemala

FIGURE 8-18: Guatemala Certificate of Origin
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Facsimiles of CITES Documents:
Guyana
Guyana

FIGURE 8-19: Guyana CITES Permit for Export/Reexport/Import/Other
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Facsimiles of CITES Documents:
Honduras
Honduras

FIGURE 8-20: Honduras CITES Permit for Export/Reexport/Import/Other
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Facsimiles of CITES Documents:
Honduras
Honduras

FIGURE 8-21: Honduras Exp/Re-exp Permit
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Facsimiles of CITES Documents:
Mexico
Mexico

FIGURE 8-22: Mexico CITES Permit for Export/Reexport/Import and Certificate of Origin
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Facsimiles of CITES Documents:
Nicaragua
Nicaragua

FIGURE 8-23: Nicaragua CITES Permit for Export/Reexport/Import
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Facsimiles of CITES Documents:
Panama
Panama

FIGURE 8-24: Panama CITES Permit for Exp/Re-exp/Imp
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Facsimiles of CITES Documents:
Paraguay
Paraguay

FIGURE 8-25: Paraguay CITES Permit for Export/Reexport/Import
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Facsimiles of CITES Documents:
Peru
Peru

FIGURE 8-26: Peru CITES Permit for Export/Re-export/Other
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Facsimiles of CITES Documents:
Peru
Peru

FIGURE 8-27: Continuation of Peru Exportation Certificate
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Facsimiles of CITES Documents:
: Peru
: Peru

FIGURE 8-28: Peru Export/Import/Re-export Certificate
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Facsimiles of CITES Documents:
Peru
Peru

FIGURE 8-29: Peru Certificate of Origin
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Facsimiles of CITES Documents:
Venezuela
Venezuela

FIGURE 8-30: Venezuela CITES Permit for Export/Reexport
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Facsimiles of CITES Documents:
Venezuela
Venezuela

FIGURE 8-31: Venezuela CITES Permit for Export Annex
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Facsimiles of CITES Documents:
Venezuela
Venezuela

FIGURE 8-32: Venezuala Certificate of Origin—Type 1
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Facsimiles of CITES Documents:
Venezuela
Venezuela

FIGURE 8-33: Venezuala Certificate of Origin—Type 2
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Facsimiles of CITES Documents:
Venezuela
Venezuela

FIGURE 8-34: Venezuala Certificate of Origin—Type 3
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Venezuela
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Examples of CITES Certificates of Reexport:
FWS Re-exportation Certificate

9-2
FWS Re-exportation Certificate

FIGURE 9-1: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service CITES Re-exportation Certificate
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Examples of CITES Certificates of Reexport:
Certificate of Origin
Certificate of Origin

FIGURE 9-2: Country of Origin CITES Permit
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Examples of CITES Certificates of Reexport:
Re-exportation Cover Letter
Re-exportation Cover Letter

FIGURE 9-3: Re-export Certification Cover Letter to Permittee
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Examples of CITES Certificates of Reexport:
Special Condition Permit
Special Condition Permit

FIGURE 9-4: Re-exporation Certification Special Conditions
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Examples of CITES Certificates of Reexport:
Special Condition Permit
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Sample of a General Permit and an Application for a Permit:
Sample of a General Permit

10
Sample of a General Permit
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Sample of a General Permit and an Application for a Permit:
Sample of an Application for a General Permit
Sample of an Application for a General Permit
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Sample of a General Permit and an Application for a Permit:
Example of a Completed Application
Example of a Completed Application
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11 Identifying Wood from 
CITES III Protected Timber1

Bigleaf Mahogany (Swietenia macrophylla)

You will need at least a 10 power hand lens to identify the wood.

 1. Using a sharp knife or razor blade, slice the end or cross grain of 
a piece of lumber

 2. Examine the sliced wood with a hand lens. Look for white lines in 
the wood (banded axial parenchyma cells). The presence of these 
banded axial parenchyma cells confirm that the wood is CITES III 
Protected Timber.

 3. Compare with this photo of the wood from CITES III Protected 
Timber.

FIGURE 11-1: CITES III Protected Timber
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Identifying Wood from CITES III Protected Timber:
Bigleaf Mahogany (Swietenia macrophylla)
FIGURE 11-2: African Mahogany vs. CITES III Protected Timber
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Identifying Wood from CITES III Protected Timber:
Amuno Wood (Podocarpus nerifolia)
Amuno Wood (Podocarpus nerifolia)
Heartwood pinkish- , yellowish, or orange brown; sapwood whitish, 
often not differentiated. Texture fine and even; grain straight; lustrous 
sometimes becoming dull with age; without characteristic odor or 
taste.
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Identifying Wood from CITES III Protected Timber:
Spanish Cedar Wood (Cedrela odorata)
Spanish Cedar Wood (Cedrela odorata)
Spanish cedar will vary in colour depending on the origin and soil 
conditions. Generally it has a pinkish to red coloured heartwood which 
darkens with exposure, to either a red-brown or red-purple tone. The 
sapwood is pink or white. The wood is usually straight grained, but 
can be interlocked. It has a fine and uniform texture.
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Identifying Wood from CITES III Protected Timber:
Ramin Wood (Gonystylus spp.)
Ramin Wood (Gonystylus spp.)
Both sapwood and heartwood are almost white when freshly cut, 
weathering to a pale straw. The surface is lustrous. The grain is 
slightly interlocked and texture moderately fine and even.
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Identifying Wood from CITES III Protected Timber:
Ramin Wood (Gonystylus spp.)
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Identifying Wood from CITES III Protected Timber:
Tonka Bean Wood (Dipteryx panamensis)
Tonka Bean Wood (Dipteryx panamensis)
Heartwood with a range of colors varying from a tan brown to a 
reddish brown with some pieces offering a black striping.
03/2003-02 CITES III Timber Guidelines 11-7
PPQ



Identifying Wood from CITES III Protected Timber:
Tonka Bean Wood (Dipteryx panamensis)
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CITES III Timber 
Guidelines

Index 2

A

Acajou, see bigleaf mahogany

Agricultural implements
from tonka bean wood, importation 1-4
from tonka bean wood, reexportation 2-6

Aguano, see bigleaf mahogany

Ahmin, see ramin

Almendro, see Tonka bean

Amarello, see Tonka bean

American mahogany, see bigleaf mahogany

Amuno
description and illustration of wood 11-3

Amunu, see podocarp

Araputanga, see bigleaf mahogany

Argentina
facsimile of certificate 8-2

Aruputanga, see bigleaf mahogany

Asana, see ramin

Authenticity
how to verify for importations 1-8

B

Badiako, see ramin

Barbados
facsimile of certificate 8-3

Barbados cedar, see Spanish cedar

Barge and dock fenders
from tonka bean wood, importation 1-4
from tonka bean wood, reexportation 2-6

Barujo, see Tonka bean

Bearings and bushings
from tonka bean wood, importation 1-4
from tonka bean wood, reexportation 2-6

Belize
facsimile of certificate 8-4, 8-5

Bigleaf mahogany
description and illustration of wood 11-1
import of 1-2
reexport of 2-3

Black pine, see podocarp

Boat construction materials
from tonka bean wood, importation 1-4
from tonka bean wood, reexportation 2-6

Bolivia
facsimile of certificate 8-6, 8-7
listing country for bigleaf mahogany

import 1-5
reexport 2-7

Brazil
facsimile of certificate 8-8
listing country for bigleaf mahogany

import 1-5

Brazilian chestnut, see Tonka bean

Brazilian teak, see Tonka bean

Broom handles
from ramin wood, importation 1-4
from ramin wood, reexportation 2-6

Brush backs
from ramin wood, importation 1-4
from ramin wood, reexportation 2-6

Building materials
from ramin wood, importation 1-4
from ramin wood, reexportation 2-6

Bushings
from tonka bean wood, importation 1-4
from tonka bean wood, reexportation 2-6

Busilak, see ramin
03/2003-02 CITES III Timber Guidelines 1
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Index:
C

Caoba de Centro América, see bigleaf mahogany

Caoba de Cuba, see bigleaf mahogany

Caoba de hoja ancha, see bigleaf mahogany

Caoba de Honduras, see bigleaf mahogany

Caoba del Atlántico, see bigleaf mahogany

Cèdre acajou, see Spanish cedar

Cèdre des barbares,  see Spanish cedar

Cèdre espagno, see Spanish cedar

Cedrela odorata
description and illustration of wood 11-4

Cedrela odorata
import of 1-2
reexport of 2-3

Cedro amargo, see Spanish cedar

Cedro cheiroso, see Spanish cedar

Cedro colorado, see Spanish cedar

Cedro cubano, see Spanish cedar

Cedro español, see Spanish cedar

Cedro hembra, see Spanish cedar

Cedro rojo, see Spanish cedar

Cedro rosa, see Spanish cedar

Ceilings
from ramin wood, importation 1-4
from ramin wood, reexportation 2-6

Central American cedar, see Spanish cedar

Certificates of reexport
examples of 9-1

Charapilla, see Tonka bean

Chemical derivatives
from tonka bean, importation 1-4
from tonka bean, reexportation 2-6

Chile
facsimile of certificate 8-12

Chinese tetracentron see tetracentron

Cigar box cedar, see Spanish cedar

Cipres, see podocarp

Cipresillo lorito, see podocarp

Cipricillo, see podocarp

CITES flora
CITES flora

database of 5-1

CITES III protected species of timber
list of 1-2

CITES Re-exportation Certificate
example of 9-2

Claro, see ramin

Coegnocaoba, see bigleaf mahogany

Cogs and shafts
from tonka bean wood, importation 1-4
from tonka bean wood, reexportation 2-6

Colombia
facsimile of certificate 8-13
listing country for bigleaf mahogany

import 1-5
reexport 2-7

listing country for Spanish cedar
import 1-5, 2-8

Conf. 10.2 6-1

Construction material
from tonka bean wood, importation 1-4
from tonka bean wood, reexportation 2-6

Conversion formulas for logs and lumber 7-1

Converting cubic feet of lumber to cubic meters
formula for 7-2

Converting cubic feet of veneer to cubic meters
formula for 7-4

Converting kilograms of lumber to cubic meters
formula for 7-2

Converting square feet of veneer to square meters
formula for 7-3

Converting square meters of veneer to cubic meters
formula for 7-3

Costa Rica
facsimile of certificate 8-14
listing country for bigleaf mahogany

import 1-5
reexport 2-7

listing country for tonka bean
import 1-7
reexport 2-11
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Coumarouna, see Tonka bean

Counter tops
from ramin wood, importation 1-4
from ramin wood, reexportation 2-6

Country of Origin CITES Permit
example of 9-3

Cross ties
from tonka bean wood, importation 1-4
from tonka bean wood, reexportation 2-6

Cuamara, see Tonka bean

Cuba
facsimile of certificate 8-15

Cubic feet of lumber to cubic meters
converting 7-2

Cubic feet of veneer to cubic meters
converting 7-4

Cumaru cunuru, see Tonka bean

Cumaru, see Tonka bean

D

Database
of CITES flora 5-1

Dilang butiki, see podocarp

Dipteryx panamensis
description and illustration 11-7
import of 1-2, 2-3

Distribution of documents
for imports 1-10

Djamudjui, see podocarp

Dock fenders
from tonka bean wood, importation 1-4
from tonka bean wood, reexportation 2-6

Documents
associated with importations 1-7
associated with reexportations 2-12

Documents needed
for importations 1-4

Dominican Republic
facsimile of certificate 8-16

Door frames
from ramin wood, importation 1-4

from ramin wood, reexportation 2-6

Dowels
from ramin wood, importation 1-4
from ramin wood, reexportation 2-6

E

Ebo(e), see Tonka bean

Ecuador
facsimile of certificate 8-17

Estimating value of material moving in violation 3-3

Expired import documents
what to do if 1-8, 2-12

F

Facsimiles of CITES documents 8-1

Fijian ramin, see ramin

Files
retention of 4-1

Filing system
for CITES documents 4-1

Filing violations
system for 3-2

Finished prodcuts
from ramin wood 1-4

Fishing rods
from tonka bean wood, importation 1-4
from tonka bean wood, reexportation 2-6

Flooring
from ramin wood, importation 1-4
from ramin wood, reexportation 2-6
from tonka bean wood, importation 1-4
from tonka bean wood, reexportation 2-6

Foreign consignees
notice on 1-8

Forfeiture procedures
for protected plant species

violations of ESA and CITES 3-4 to 3-6
steps 3-3

Formulas
conversion for logs and lumber 7-1
cubic feet of lumber to cubic meters 7-2
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cubic feet of veneer to cubic meters 7-4
kilograms of lumber to cubic meters 7-2
square feet of veneer to square meters 7-3
square meters of veneer to cubic meters 7-3

Furniture
from ramin wood, importation 1-4
from ramin wood, reexportation 2-6
from tonka bean wood, importation 1-4
from tonka bean wood, reexportation 2-6

G

Gaharu buaya, see ramin

Gaharu, see ramin 1-2

Gaiac de cayenne, see Tonka bean

Garu buaja, see ramin

Garu buaya, see ramin

Gateado, see bigleaf mahogany

Gayac, see Tonka bean

Gerima, see ramin

Gisok-babae, see ramin

Gisok-puti, see ramin

Gonystylus miquelianus, see ramin

Gonystylus obovatus, see ramin

Gonystylus philippinensis, see ramin

Gonystylus spp.
description and illustration of wood 11-5

Gonystylus spp.
import of 1-2
reexport of 2-3

Groot locus, see Tonka bean

Guatemala
facsimile of certificate 8-18

Guidelines
commenting on 1-11
handling importation of CITES III protected 

timber 1-1

Guyana
facsimile of certificate 8-20

H

Honduras
facsimile of certificate 8-21, 8-22

Honduras mahogany, see bigleaf mahogany

I

Igem, see podocarp

Importation of CITES III protected timber 1-1

Indonesia
listing country for ramin

import 1-6
reexport 2-10

Inspecting shipments of imports 1-9

J

Jabon, see ramin

Joinery
from ramin wood, importation 1-4
from ramin wood, reexportation 2-6

K

Kayu cin, see podocarp

Kilograms of Lumber to Cubic Meters 7-2

Kilograms of lumber to cubic meters
converting 7-2

Klampeyan, see ramin

Koemaroe, see Tonka bean

Kuasi, see podocarp

L

Landin, see podocarp

Lanutan bagio, see ramin
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Lanutan-bagio, see ramin

Lapis kulit, see ramin

Logs
conversion formulas for 7-1

Lumber
conversion formulas for 7-1

M

Magnolia liliifera var.obovata
import of 1-2
reexport of 2-3

Malaalmaciga, see podocarp

Mala-apdo, see ramin

Malagopinai, see ramin

Malanagka, see ramin

Malanangka, see ramin

Manggasinoro, see ramin

Manio, see podocarp

Maniu, see podocarp

Manufactured products
from ramin wood 1-4

Mara boliviana, see bigleaf mahogany

Mara, see bigleaf mahogany

Matai, see podocarp

Mavota, see ramin

Medang keladi, see ramin

Medang ramuan, see ramin

Melawis, see ramin

Melur, see podocarp

Menamang, see ramin

Merang, see ramin

meranti, see ramin

Mexican cedar, see Spanish cedar

Mexico
facsimile of certificate 8-23
listing country for bigleaf mahogany

import 1-5
reerport 2-7

Miro, see podocarp

Mogno, see bigleaf mahogany

Mogu, see bigleaf mahogany

Moldings
from ramin wood, importation 1-4
from ramin wood, reexportation 2-6

Mse, see podocarp

Musenene, see podocarp

Mushunga, see podocarp

N

Nangkaon, see ramin

Nepal
listing country for Magnolia liliifera var. obovata

import 1-6
reexport 2-9

listing country for podocarp
import 1-6
reexport 2-9

listing country for tetracentron
import 1-6
reexport 2-9

New World mahogany, see bigleaf mahogany

Nicaragua
facsimile of certificate 8-24

Nonstriking handles
from ramin wood, importation 1-4
from ramin wood, reexportation 2-6

Numbering files for violations 3-2

O

Orura, see bigleaf mahogany

Overview of import procedures 1-1
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P

Panaguraring, see ramin

Panama
facsimile of certificate 8-25

Pandit, see ramin

Paneling
from ramin wood, importation 1-4
from ramin wood, reexportation 2-6

Panggatutup, see ramin

Paya, see podocarp

Peru
facsimile of certificate 8-27
listing country for bigleaf mahogany

import 1-5
reexport 2-7

listing country for Spanish cedar
import 1-5, 2-8

Picture frames
from ramin wood, importation 1-4
from ramin wood, reexportation 2-6

Pinang baek, see ramin

Pinho bravo, see podocarp

Pino castaneto, see podocarp

Pino chaquiro, see podocarp

Plant Protection Act
caution to use first 1-1

Plywood
from ramin wood, importation 1-4
from ramin wood, reexportation 2-6

Plywood of bigleaf mahogany
Importations from the Americas 1-3
reexportations from the Americas 2-5

Plywood of Spanish cedar
importations from Columbia or Peru 1-3
reexportations from Columbia or Peru 2-5

Plywood sheets of bigleaf mahogany
Importations from the Americas 1-3
reexportations from the Americas 2-5

Plywood sheets of Spanish cedar
importations from Columbia or Peru 1-3
reexportations from Columbia or Peru 2-5

Podo, see podocarp

Podoc, see podocarp

Podocarp
import of 1-2
reexport of 2-3

Podocarpus nerifolia
description and illustration of wood 11-3

Podocarpus neriifolius
import of 1-2
reexport of 2-3

Pool cues
from ramin wood, importation 1-4
from ramin wood, reexportation 2-6

Pool racks
from ramin wood, importation 1-4
from ramin wood, reexportation 2-6

Processing violations of ESA and CITES 3-1

Prosecution
determining if violation warrants 3-3

Protected plants
process violations of ESA and CITES 3-1 to 3-7

forfeiture procedures 3-6
when the value of the material seized exceeds

$10,000 3-5 to 3-9
when the value of the material seized is

$10,000 or less 3-6
retail value 3-3
system for filing violations 3-2

validate and endorse documents for
American ginseng (Panax quinquefolius)

endorse and distribute documents 3-2

Pulai miang, see ramin

Pulp mill equipment
from tonka bean wood, importation 1-4
from tonka bean wood, reexportation 2-6

R

Railroad ties
from tonka bean wood, importation 1-4
from tonka bean wood, reexportation 2-6

Ramin
import of 1-2
reexport of 2-3

Ramin melawis, see ramin

Ramin telur, see ramin

Ramin Wood
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description and illustration of wood 11-5

Re-exporation Certification Special Conditions
example of 9-5

Reexport
confirming import was legal 2-13

Reexport Certificates
examples of 9-1

Re-export Certification Cover Letter to Permittee
example of 9-4

Rempayan, see podocarp

Resolutions of the Conference of the Parties 6-1

Retention of files 4-1

Rulers
from ramin wood, importation 1-4
from ramin wood, reexportation 2-6

S

Safeguarding seized importations 3-6

Salasa-ai see ramin

Sarrapia, see Tonka bean

Saw logs of bigleaf mahogany
Importations from the Americas 1-3
reexportations from the Americas 2-5

Saw logs of Spanish cedar
importations from Columbia or Peru 1-3
reexportations from Columbia or Peru 2-5

Sawn wood of bigleaf mahogany
Importations from the Americas 1-3
reexportations from the Americas 2-5

Sawn wood of Spanish cedar
importations from Columbia or Peru 1-3
reexportations from Columbia or Peru 2-5

Seized importations
safeguarding 3-6

Sepetis, see ramin

Shafts
from tonka bean wood, importation 1-4
from tonka bean wood, reexportation 2-6

Shihuahuaco, see Tonka bean

Shoji screens

from ramin wood, importation 1-4
from ramin wood, reexportation 2-6

Single use reexport certificates
phase in 2-8

Sita hina, see Spanish cedar

South American mahogany, see bigleaf mahogany

Spanish cedar
import of 1-2
reexport of 2-3

Spanish Cedar Wood
description and illustration 11-4

Sporting goods
from tonka bean wood, importation 1-4
from tonka bean wood, reexportation 2-6

Spur-leaf, see tetracentron

Square feet of veneer to square meters
converting 7-3

Square meters of veneer to cubic meters
converting 7-3

Squarefeet of veneer to square meterss
converting 7-3

Stair treads
from ramin wood, importation 1-4
from ramin wood, reexportation 2-6

Steps
for processing violations 3-2

Stringers
from ramin wood, importation 1-4
from ramin wood, reexportation 2-6

Swietenia macrophylla
description and illustration of wood 11-1

Swietenia macrophylla
import of 1-2
reexport of 2-3

Swiéténie, see bigleaf mahogany

T

Taking custody of seized articles
Seized articles

taking custody of 3-6

Tetracentron
import of 1-2
03/2003-02 CITES III Timber Guidelines Index-7
PPQ



Index:
reexport of 2-3

Tetracentron sinense
import of 1-2
reexport of 2-3

Timber species
of protected 5-1

Tonga bean, see Tonka bean

Tonka bean wood
despcription and illustration 11-7
import of 1-2, 2-3

Tool handles
from ramin wood, importation 1-4
from ramin wood, reexportation 2-6
from tonka bean wood, importation 1-4
from tonka bean wood, reexportation 2-6

Toys
from ramin wood, importation 1-4
from ramin wood, reexportation 2-6

Trays
from ramin wood, importation 1-4
from ramin wood, reexportation 2-6

Tripods

from ramin wood, reexportation 2-6
from ramin wood, importation 1-4

Turnery
from ramin wood, importation 1-4
from ramin wood, reexportation 2-6
from tonka bean wood, importation 1-4, 2-6

U

Umbrella handles
from ramin wood, importation 1-4
from ramin wood, reexportation 2-6

V

Venadillo, see bigleaf mahogany

Veneer
conversion formulas for 7-3
from tonka bean wood, importation 1-4

from tonka bean wood, reexportation 2-6

Veneer sheets of bigleaf mahogany
Importations from the Americas 1-3
reexportations from the Americas 2-5

Veneer sheets of Spanish cedar
importations from Columbia or Peru 1-3
reexportations from Columbia or Peru 2-5

Venetian blinds
from ramin wood, importation 1-4
from ramin wood, reexportation 2-6

Venezuela
facsimile of certificate 8-31

Vierspornbaum, see tetracentron

Violations
confirming warrants forfeiture 3-3
examples of 3-1
processing 3-1
system for filing 3-2

Violations of ESA and CITES
processing 3-1 to 3-7
system for filing 3-2

W

West Indian cedar, see Spanish cedar

Westindische zeder, see Spanish cedar

Window blinds
from ramin wood, importation 1-4
from ramin wood, reexportation 2-6

Window frames
from ramin wood, importation 1-4
from ramin wood, reexportation 2-6

Wood handles
from ramin wood, importation 1-4

Z

Zigarrenkitschenholz, see Spanish cedar

Zopilote, see bigleaf mahogany
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